








Annual Fall Star Party

Left: Visitors are treated to
lectures, viewing, and getting
to see several types of
telescopes on the Parade
Ground at Fort McKavett at
this year’s Fall Star Party.
Clear skies meant good
viewing for everyone.

The Johnson Space Center Astronomical Society held the fall star party at Fort
McKavett Thursday, October 7 — Sunday October 10". 35 club members
traveled to the fort. A few of them came from as far away as England and New
Mexico but most of the amateur astronomers were from the Houston area. No
matter how far they traveled, their efforts were rewarded with the three best
nights of observing we have had in a number of years! The days were warm
and sunny and the nights were cool and clear! The group was able to observe
one of Jupiter’s moons passing in front the planet and members were able to
watch Comet Hartley traveling through the skies for three days. The beautiful
weather brought a number of people to the fort for the archaeology programs
during the day and 13 people attended the beginning astronomy program
presented by David Haviland and Ken Lester in the school house at 6:30p.m.
As the Sun set, the crowd swelled! Unfortunately, we don’t have an official
count but several people estimated the crowd at about 250! It was undoubtedly
one of our largest turnouts. We had a large group of people from Junction, a
homeschooling group from the Sonora area as well as a number of other
visitors from Sonora. Lubbock, Abilene, San Angelo, and Amarillo were other
towns that visitors traveled from to attend this event. Oooohs and Aaaahs and
“that can’t be real” were heard as the visitors looked through eye pieces at
Jupiter and 4 of its moons, Comet Hartley, a Double Cluster, galaxies,
globular clusters, open clusters, and nebulas. The path of red garden lights
purchased by the Friends of Fort McKavett were a big success and we receive
compliments on how well they worked from visitors who had attended other
star parties. Many thanks to the park hosts for their help with this event.

Submitted by Lisa Lester

Left: David Haviland and Ken
Lester are shown at Fort
McKavett’s schoolhouse giving
a program on beginning
astronomy.

Fort McKavett Staff News

Left: Jay Wright, staff member of Fort McKavett SHS, poses
with some 1820’s infantrymen during his visit to Fort Snelling,
Minnesota. Right: Brandon Halfmann, staff member of Fort
McKavett SHS, poses triumphantly with a Napoleonic era
cannon at Fort Rodney, on the Caribbean island of Saint Lucia
during his honeymoon.

Archeology Day at Fort McKavett
October 9, 2010

The Archeology Program on October 9, 2010 was a success.

The two presentations on the archeological surveys conducted at
Fort McKavett were well attended. Children dug for ‘artifacts’ in
the mock archeology dig and watched flint nodes being
transformed into arrowheads. Site visitors were also able to
watch experimental archeology as interpreters displayed period
trades such as woodworking and harness making.






