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Fort McKavett Volunteers at the Alamo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twiggs Surrender at the start of the 
Civil War, 150 years later! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy 88th Birthday to 
Col. Richard R. McTaggart

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

From the Soldiers Handbook
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Colonel McTaggart, 
Friends of Fort 

McKavett President 
Emeritus celebrated his 
88th birthday on Friday, 

February 25th. The 
Colonel has been 

involved with the post 
since he was a small 

child. He was the first 
president of the Friends 

Group and helped 
establish the site with 
the State of Texas. He 

has also been 
instrumental in the 

saving of the Presidio 
San Saba at Menard. 

Fort McKavett 
volunteers Joe and Stella 
Gonzalez, along with Lee 
and Shirley Ragan were 
among the people taking 

part in the 150th 
anniversary of the 

surrender of General 
Twiggs and the Federal 

Forces in Texas on 
February 16th, 1861 at 

the Alamo in San 
Antonio. Terri Trotti 

also was on hand for the 
ceremony.  

 
Thanks to Stella Gonzalez 

for these photos of the 
event. 
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Dessert Time in the Army 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have Some Leftover Hard Tack? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flora at Fort McKavett
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Common Texas Prickly Pear, also known as Nopal Prickly Pear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Texas prickly pear has been used extensively for 
food.  Their tunas are eaten raw or processed into 
preserves, syrups and fermented juice, tuna cheese 
(queso al tuna) and a tea to cure gallstones. 
Commercial alcohol is produced from the sap and 
the tender young joints are used as poultices to 
reduce swelling. The juice of the joints is also used in 
candle making. For cattle food the spines are burned 
from the joints. The older pads contain oxalic acid 
and may cause oxalic acid poisoning when eaten to 
excess. Of course many animals and birds feed on the 
fruit. There is a legend that the coyote brushes the 
spines off the fruit with his tail before eating it. 
[Texas A&M University, Texas Native Plants 
Database] 




