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Memorial Day 2010 
Fort McKavett’s volunteers helped with Memorial Day 
ceremonies throughout the state June 1st.  

 
 
 
 
 

McKavett volunteer Joe Gonzales attended Memorial Day 
ceremonies at Fort Sam Houston’s National Cemetery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Schultz and John Cobb provided coverage at the Bastrop 
County Museum in Bastrop 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Left: Henry Crawford and Richard Vaughn at Sweetwater honoring 
the WASP (WWII Women Pilots). Right, Henry at Midland for their 

WWII Air Show on Memorial Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fort McKavett’s Headquarters Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1875 Description of the Headquarters Building from 
the Medical Library 

 

Dealing With Hard Water
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A major problem faced with cooking at Fort McKavett, but 
especially when in the field, was the hard water (limestone) they 
had to deal with. The Army Cook’s manual dealt with this by 
making this suggestion about hard water. 
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The Texas Historical Commission's (THC) Historic Sites will 
participate in the National Endowment for the Arts' (NEA) Blue 
Star Museums program that allows active military personnel and 
their families free admission to museums and historic sites across 
the U.S. The program began on Memorial Day and will continue 
through Labor Day (Sept. 6). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Roll Calls, from the 1877 Army Regulations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Rainwater Harvesting System 
The Friends of Fort McKavett has received permission to install the new 
rainwater harvesting system for the hospital. We are working on the 
bids from contractors at this time and will keep everyone informed as 
soon as construction starts. This will be a great teaching tool for the site 
as well as help with drainage and the preservation of the building. More 
to come on this!  

Old Stories, New Voices 2010
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campers preparing to leave Fort McKavett in June 
 
The fourth year of the Old Stories, New Voices summer camp 
started with campers loading up at Fort McKavett before leaving 
for the Prude ranch near Fort Davis. They then spent the night in 
Santa Fe, NM before heading for Gloretta Pass and the other Civil 
War sites.  They will end up at Gettysburg for the 4th of July 
weekend reenactment before heading home! 
The Friends of Fort McKavett furnished bottled water and snacks 
while they were on post and for the next leg of the trip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: The Staff and 
Volunteers at Fort 
McKavett help this 

year’s camper’s load in 
their bus for the next 
leg of their trip. We 

hope to have 
photographs and a 

report on their trip next 
month! 
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Boy Scouts Learn Archeology
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boy Scouts from Sol Mayer 
boy scout ranch learned the 

basics of archeology during a 
sponsored dig behind the post 

office (on private property, 
not state grounds). Fledgling 

“Indiana Jones” scouts 
learned how to work in a 

grid, document their finds, 
and inventory the artifacts 
they found. Staff members 
from Fort McKavett helped 

with this project.   

 

The Texas Rifle’s Living History Association held a living 
history event at the fort over Memorial Day weekend. There 
were roughly forty participants, including staff member Cody 
Mobley and two Fort McKavett volunteers: Jacqui Begnaud and 
Ryan Johnson.  The three McKavett representatives squatted in 
the ruins of Barracks 1 and provided some shade and a card 
game to any of the soldiers wanting to lose their monthly pay 
quickly. The event was well attended by the public, despite the 
warm temperatures.  The participants demonstrated for the 
public the everyday happenings of the soldiers at Ft. McKavett, 
including: military drill, guard mount, work details, and cooking.  
This is the second such living history the Texas Rifles have had 
at Ft. McKavett, and we hope to see them again soon. 
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